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1880  

This 1880 atlas provided close-up detail of the Lower 
Road neighborhood, one of the few village districts 
highlighted in the county map, indicating its        
prominence as a settled area in Cape affairs.   
 
Captain Solomon Freeman (1800-1887) was a Brew-
ster Boy all his life.  He mastered ships around the 
world after starting his sea service at 16 years old.  He 
was one of the famed blue-water skippers who put 
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sea-faring county.  (Count on the map how many    
captains are listed as residents of just this small     
section of old Brewster.)  
 
Capt. Freeman retired early to his Brewster farm and 
owned land on both sides of Lower Road that extend-
ed to the Bay.  He had just died three years prior to 
the production of this Atlas, but his extensive     hold-
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him on the next page.  
 
On this map, we can see that Cobbs Pond had not yet 
been put to use as an irrigation source for the Lower 
Road bogs of Capt. Freeman.  Swamps drained north 
into Cobbs Pond and the outlet stream discharged    
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the bogs was an idea whose time had not yet come.   
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These men who grew up in such towns as Brewster were 
the men of energy of New England.  They were ready to 
create, to build up their own fortunes, and in doing so they 
built up the fortunes of their town..They were literally the 
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